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The design of the addition’s
exoskeletal structure references
Greenwich Village's street grid.

IN DETAIL> 837 WASHINGTON STREET

The orthogonal street grid of New
York City's Commissioners' Plan of
1811 collides with Greenwich Village's
wickerwork layout at 14" Street.
While everything above that mark

is rectangular blocks, below there

is a series of odd triangular leftovers
in the urban fabric. The difference
between these two conditions served
as the primary inspiration behind
Morris Adjmi Architects’ design

of 837 Washington Street, a
54,000-square-foot spec commercial
building developed by Taconic
Investment Partners at the corner

of 13" Street in the Meat Packing
District.

The site was home to an existing
brick building that was once used
for the purpose that gives the
neighborhood its name. Two stories
tall on Washington Street, it steps
down to one story on 13" and is
distinguished by a two-tone brick
facade and a now-restored steel
canopy—one of the hallmarks of
a district that is protected by the
Landmarks Preservation Commission.
Required to preserve this piece of
history, but eager to wring out every

bit of allowed floor area, Taconic
asked Adjmi to design an extension
for the top of the structure. Adjmi—
who has built up quite a repertoire
of expansion projects of this sort—
responded with a modern addition
that looks to the area’s high-design
newcomers (High Line, Standard
Hotel, Whitney Museum, etc.)

as much as it does to its industrial
heritage.

If the existing building represents
the right angles of the Commissioners’
Plan, the rooftop extension expresses
the village street condition. “The

notion,” said Adjmi, “was to create
a space where two buildings can
coexist, rather than one being an
addition to the other.” The expansion
rises five levels above the brick
building’s first story. Roughly square
shaped, each floor is slightly smaller
in area to the one below it and is
rotated slightly in plan. This leaves
triangular spaces outside of each
floor's divided light window wall,
much like the triangular plazas
found throughout the Village, which
will be planted, drawing a connection
to the neighboring High Line.

The expansion is supported by
a structural steel exoskeleton—
another High Line reference—
featuring sloped columns that, like
the building’s floors, twist in plan as
they go up the elevation. While this
expression does indeed resemble
the way the Village streets veer
off from the straight-as-an-arrow

avenues coming down from uptown,

it also created a structure that
wanted to rotate and fall over. The
structural engineers at Gilsanz
Murray Steficek (GMS) were hard
pressed to design an efficient and

HISTORY IN THE RE-MAKING

Gotham MetalWorks takes the art of metalwork to new levels with
Landmark and Historic Replication. To help NJ Transit restore the
Hoboken Terminal, Gotham replicated and replaced over 80%

of the pieces of the copper metalwork facing of this Beaux-Arts
style edifice. With state-of-the-art 3D modeling technology and
mechanical precision, the intricacies of the egg-and-dart patterns
and fleur-de-lis copper moldings were preserved and the historic
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between inside and outside.
To maximize floor-to-ceiling
heights the engineers also
staggered the placement

of the metal decking, allowing

them to keep floor framing

members down to W12s.
Since the structure also

serves as the architectural

Rotating each floor
in plan opened up
triangular exterior
sections that will
be planted.

expression, GMS worked with
Adjmi to detail the connections
between members. “We
worked closely with Morris to
develop the connection details,
doing isometric drawings and
going back and forth on bolt
issue, where we usually

release that to the fabricator, "
said Joseph Basel, GMS part-

cost-effective scheme that
would stand up against its live
and dead loads.

The solution mixes a con-
ventional system with custom
elements. Conventionally,
the building is supported by a
perimeter moment frame with
a braced frame core, which
is situated at the interior-most
comer of the lot. Custom
elements include built-up plate
girders for the spandrel beams
that were designed to handle
the stresses imposed by
the torqued shapes while
maintaining the look desired
by the architect. The columns
themselves are spliced at
every floor, rather than every

ner in charge of the project. "It
was a great project and really
interesting for us."

other floor, and rotated five AARON SEWARD
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did create thermal bridging
issues, however, and so
non-conductive shims were
used to create thermal breaks
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FOSTER SCHEME WOULD HAVE
REMOVED HISTORIC BOOK STACKS

. T —— — — —

and maintain the 42™ Street Library as a
research library.

“When the facts change, the only right
thing to do as a public-serving institution
is to take a look with fresh eyes and see if
. there is a way to improve the plans and to
stay on budget,” Tony Marx, the library's
president, told the Times.

The Foster-designed Central Library Plan
would have turned the area housing the
stacks into a new reading room overlooking
Bryant Park. While campaigning, Mayor
Bill de Blasio opposed the library plan.
According to the Times, the mayor rece ntly
met with NYPL's Marx to reiterate his
opposition.

The Huxtable Initiative (named for the late
Ada Louise Huxtable), a group of architects,
critics, and historians opposed the Central
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