
A lornt venture
ofTaconic and
Denham Wolf
is transforming
the century-old
American Bank By Paul Bubny

Note Bui lding in
the South Bronx

o'npklnrg l'}lans 1or Immense lrlaDr ol Ameri(an Bank NoLc Qr.," feads rhc
h.adline ir dr€ Ih, )iri 7t'n|r ol Mry 23, 1909. Ihe africlc thal ioltows dc-
s.ribes the companf s goal oi bLr ildnrl.i 'thc mosi compleb cDgr.MDg md prinr-

ing cstahlhhment iD tlrc sorld.'lixrctlv onc ccDnnl larert Lhc larcsi news abour rtris
405,000 sqrafe-loot irrdustrial complex ar 890 carison Ave. ir rlrc Iltrnls Poinrsecrion
of ihc SoLrfi Drorx sas rhar a ch ter school badjL$r renescd iLs 28,800{quareloot
space tlrefe until 2022.

IIr drc nitcrnn, the rpmwling, lbtrfbuilding RomD Revival comptcx cnployed as
mml as 2,000 people a! ir pintcd fofeign cu.rcncy, posiage rl.unps, war bon.ts and

srockcc ficeres.  lon€ rimc, irp.oduced h. frheccrrincates
used at the Nerv \brk Sbck Lxchange. and Nas known locall)
as thc "Pennylacbrl. The com pany employcd r pfofe$ional

couriefciter for quality coDtrol: ifhe was ablc ro $r.cessfully lorgc a cerriltcate, i$
desisn Nas then altefed.

The planri ol{nef had built ir ro fr.ee Lrp spacc in iLs headquarr€rs ?0 Broad St. in
Ma lLattan. I(nowll toda! as ABN Co., rhe conipary relocared rhe plaDr ro Btauveh, }U
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andits oflliccs Lo Trcrosc,lA irL thc l!80s.
,\ 1bf tLe Uadson ,\cnuc conplcx,

it sat hl.lcl) di$Ncd ibr tLc Dcrt t\!o.Lc-
cadcs, rhhough it bccamc homc to a l$L
light industrial d.l safchotrsc usc$ as
$cll as r btrfg(Ding lo.al rts.omnm
nitl. ADorlnrf t{rnaDt thxl arnrd druing
this tinc v$ tbc albNncnti(nn{ .ha o'
school: thc J(nrD \i l.iD.lsar'$il.lcar A.rd
onr a w!n.l.hN.c Ii( ilit! lbf .lrcpouls,
rLhich opencd at  rhe comf le\  in  l !07.

lincf a.joinr lenrrut of laconi. Irrlesl
nrort lJaflneN rnd llenhaDr \\ol1 l{cr] lls
t r te  ScNi .es,  sh i .h borght  rhc pfopedy
i. l){tr.nnnrf 201)7 lof llill2 nrillio. lnrnr
the I lhunef  l inr ih ,  i ts

Ihnl  ) , l01c vrcr lcd iD
l ! )85.  I iv , )  nx! r1hi  l r t l ( r t  l l
bc(  xn) .  1h{  7, l lh  b | l ;k l i r r1. l
i r  rh .  hr [x  ro bc d.s i t
.Nl . ( l  hv lhc N({  \ i ) r [
(  l i l \  Lr r ( ln) l r ls  l ' r ' fs(  r .
\ r1 i (nr  (  i r i rn iss i (n i .  l r (1
(hf  lV bcst t | ,  , r  S25 n i i l
l i , , r i  ( r t ) i1r l  i r i r t ! (^ f  r r ( ,Dl

t ) fo l . { r t 'n i  r r ' ( r  r  r f t ) ' )sr -
r i (nr i rA (n rhr .on) t )k  x  i rs
I  nr i \c( l  rLn ( lc \ l1( , t ) l l r ( ! r l

knorr i  i rs  r | l  l l ru i tNolc.
l . ( !  l r i (nr  is  c lcr  lh ing

i r  t r , r l  .nr r rc ,  i r r l  l ) ( r -
hrnr  \ \1 ,11 t r ' (s i r l , ,nr  l ' l | | r l
\ \ l , l l  s r ls  ( ,1r . .1  rhf  .h i (  |
r r r f r . rnns lh .  pf in t lng
liL.ilir! hrLd hf irs r.\1' ol1'rxr\ $r\ irs posi
I n n r  o n  ̂  h i l l , l h .  h i g h r s l f k u l l ( ! r , n i  t h c
Ihrnrs l r { ) i . l  f .n in\Lr l l ,  \ ! i rh .xr  ( i r ( l i -

D^q !i(\i\ ol NIarhrllrn,ri as rhc lhllL\_,)tf
rv.hsiii fnh ir. lr's r1\,, .or!irr iir r r() botlr
rlr. llrr.kncf ll\pfes$.r) ar)d rLrcc srl!
\ \ r f  l l rc \ .  A|orher  Plus lvrs rhr  run. fous
skylighr\ af d hugc, rrrulti-prtrrclf d wntrloss
lhal l{cfe i nece\sit1 ibf lltf f riarrcrr tlrrL

l \ r i lh  lh i (  scr t ing i  ! r i r  .  lhc JY sct
ahol l r , rn rdapt i \c  rcusc thrr  r rms et
. feal ing a desl iurdou lbr  thr  nc ighLoF
hood Nhile fesprcLnig drc licilit!'s his
rod. chrractd: TlLc archcd $nr.l(Ns,
''sa$tooth ' sLflighls, co!cfctc lldrs and
erpo\ed brick \lrlls atc all bcing ucofpo
m(ed irr|o fie maleover.

lhe lac i l i ry 's  lbur  sr ructufcs,  th fd l
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Bronx borough p€s d6nt Rub€n oiaz, wh6OGw up in rh€ tlunls Poinl no ghborhood
suiround ng the BankNoro 6conr y had his inauqurarrco€pt'on lher€,

of  i lh ich arc iDteronnecrd,  are bcnrg
f{ r imaginc.L as l ings.  lh fee 01 thcsc
Nintas afe ndred lof lhe sueeG thrt thc
Bank\ore.onrplex slrad(llesr Lrtitc(c
Avenre, aiafrisor .\'enue rrd Brrrcito
Slfeer l.la.h is beilu posiLiorcd toLrr.l
i ls  oNr in lefded te |ant  bx!e.

fofexrnrple, tht I rJr\ ettc \fnr!: is sai(L
lo bc l r i rcd fof . r ta t i \c  unl  Lf td iL i inu l
oll.e nses. 'l, le\iblc rnd ciiri(icnt hJonts
bo^st hiqh .cilir!!, o\crsizc(l Nnr.L(Ns.
rbnrdanr ratLr la l  l ight  aud panoranr
skllinc \ie$s, rcfof(lirg to Lhc [': Thc
( ; rn is ,n \ {  i le ,  o l )  lLc orLcr  hrn(1,  o l l i .$
J,rtgt hlocks ol corLiguoLn spacc, cxccp

r i l ) r r r lh  L igL { . i l i rgs.  LLfgr  Ionh- l r rc i  i j
sk! l ights,  rc .css ro Dr l r i f l .  l { , ld l l l i j
( locks,  ! rx l  i ! i ( l .  .ohuDn sp.r . ing.  l Icsc
!Lt r i l r r rcs r t r ,  sr i . l  ro  nrxk.  i l  i .Lc l l  io l
hrgc 's( r lc  nrn inr l ions nk l
or  lbor l  Drr fkcr ,  nr ! rn i f l l  rg . r r fk .s !  0f -
l ' ln 'c  ̂ D.L s.Ni . .  bosi .e$ci . " lh f  Brr
fc t ro \4 i ing "bo^srs h igh.e l l i l lgs.  \k) l i i lhLs
rn( l  o( is iT. . l  rv indo$,  f r ler \  to  r  . re-
at i lc  tcnxDq in.hding indi |k lLal  r isLs,
coDrmnniN xns ofg in lTnl ion\  a d srrx l l
busincsscs of  d l  k i rds,"  r lh l le  rhc NorLh
Wing is sri.l io b. bcsr mired ld I srrglc
1i)o.l vri'i.e of f etail.riented tenanL.

One.rnenr lhn et.J \{i ! kMnt, pho-
tognfh!snrlio l.lghtbox-\Y, docs irs oNn
lanD of edalrile reuse ,1 lhe BarkNorc.
Thc Nide open i . le . ior  sprcer  01 i ts
10,000 lqLrafe foor \rdio, nrchtrlirili fivc

shlishts, .xn be lfanllo rcd into a ! i
ch.  o1set t ings.  Ihe\ ' \c  i t l ( ludcd a. i f .ns
brckdfop fof a Uefgdod coodmxn cata
log rn.l a lfench se tlnrg 1or tLc ADrcri.en
Ballcr Theal|.e. Cclcl,tidcs su.h as r\nne
IIarhNLr! ind Robc Rcdlbfd hxie made
the rfck lo HL'.ts Poinr llr photo shoors.

r \  l l inkN() le  tcr rnL rbar  puhrcd rhe
rr iva l  of  i ls  cLLr fcr t  o \ ! rcrs.  Snsrr inable
Sonrh llrlnr, irsLrllc{l tlr bonrgh\ lirlt
g fecn |q)1 rL l lc .oDpk.x in  !000.  SS1]  is
r ls .J  s t )c . r f l 'c ! ( l i l rs  th .  d.v .krpnrcDr { ,1 I
grc.n$|v a l , ) rs  r lxr  n. r rhI  Sorrh l t i ) r i r
r \e  l r1)n1.  Olhcr  pronr in{rn l  l l inkNolc
lcn;rn(s lu . lu( lc  r I r  \ { i r ( . ( ic lkr  rg. ,  i r  l rL l l

scr( r '  pro l iss i ( , f i r l  \ ! i rc
rLorrgc l i . i l i r r i  lh .  in l i r l r
, \v i l .s  Tr?(r l  l  hdrk i I rx l
I t \ , \ l )1 ,  r  70nNr p$J;) f -
n)xn.c Vrcf  $hi (h h,1rs( \
th f , \ \ ' i l .s  r  rnrpc r i r ( l  r | (
lJr 'orx 1)xr( (  (  lor l i l i ( r r .

I l (  r ( ^ r t i o r s  ( ) r  t I c
lJr .kNorc rc  s(hf ( |L l fd
i i ' r  ( o r i r l t . t i , ) r  | r t c r  1 | i s
\ c x r .  d r ( l  I r ( o r r i .  s  ! i f f

t ) r (  s  (k , r I  o l  ( l ( \ ' f l ( , tn) r (  r ,
l ) )Lr t l , rs  \  i rshrr l l ,  l f  l l r  /nr i i
/ i r l / /  , \ i / , l  ) i , , l lh l t  i ts  { r r
1[gf r  1r)  nt r t l  tL i l l  s f l ] f (1-
I l . .  St i l l  lo  lx  ( lo  C r ' ( ,
r f r ! t r ! rnrg r l ic  p l l rk l  i t  101.
r ( l ( l i rg  l r t | ! ls ( r f in i i  r  ( l
r ' .w l r r i (  s l f i ln  r { l lkNl !s .
i r ( r l l i r t  l  . ,h l ing 1, t r ( r

r r i ( l I p g  { l i r g . r r r n l ( r \ . I I . v $ s r  l k s l r f
ur( lcr  Nr \  $ i th  r  Dunr l ! !  , ,J  1)n^pcc1i \c

UcuNlr i lc .  r lk ,  p f r ) j . ( l  is  n i rk i Ig  i r \
r r rk  rs  r  locr l  l ! ) inr  of  fc ! i r i l l l / ing rhc
l lurN l l )nr t  [ ,a .  Rnb.n l ) i l r ,  thc Drs l \
c lc( tcd BroD\ boiough prc\ ldcIL 0( l  r
HuDrs lo inr  nrnt ,  had h is  l ! i rucurr t ior l
rcccprur  r ln , f { r  i .  I l , i \  r Id  cor i r lcr r t rd
dht lllc BrnkNoi( q)fese i prl8ffrs
rn( t  rh.  f l lnr fc  of rhc I l ronx "

Iof mrny of rhc atresll, 1he feccpLior
ilrs rhc lirsrlimc rhrr rhc! had been (o Thr
BankNoi( . rnd rhe|  had n,r  i r lea r l r r t  rh is
kmd ol spi.e c\hred ln tlrc BroN, savs
$lnt Thcr. r'as a lot ol buz Iolrd rLc
tu)m abont the Fnolalolrs - pcoplc srid
ihcl t.h like rire! \efe in rle middlc ol r
SoIIo loirpal11 \vith be(ervierls." rrllr
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